Annual reports of the town of Francestown, New Hampshire, for the twelve months ending December 31, 1959. by Francestown Town Representatives
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TOWN OFFICERS
Moderator:—William C. MacAdam
Town Clerk:—Herman C. Miller
Selectmen:—George E. Kimhardt, Jr., Arnold K. Ellsworth,
Frederick H. Thompson
Treasurer:—Herman C. Miller
Tax Collector:—Eunice E. Patch
Board of Education:—Louis Weiderhold, Nina N. Abbott,
Winifred Hoyt
Auditors:—Division of Municipal Auditing, State Tax Com-
mission
Supervisors of Check List:—William A. Lord, R. Franklin Mace,
Eulah Hardwick
Road Agent:—Royal S. Cleaves
Overseer of the Poor:—Paul T. Bradbury
Trustees of Trust Funds:—Paul T. Bradbury, Norman Muzzey,
Harold A. Varnum
Library Trustees:—Priscilla H. Kunhardt, Henry B. Hill,
Marie Muzzey
Cemetery Commission:—Walter A. Creighton, William A. Lord,
Eunice E. Patch
Fire Wards:—Norman Stewart, Harold A. Varnum, Clifton F.
Foote, Walter A. Creighton, Paul T. Bradbury
Election Officers:—C. Gladys St. John, Shirley L. Jones, Gladys
C. Vadney
Board of Adjustment :
—
Robert F. Caskie, Jr. Term expires 1961
Francis Abbott Term expires 1961
Edward Jones , Term expires 1963
Paul T. Bradbury Term expires 1963
Chief of Police:—Walter A. Creighton
Special Police:—Norman J. Stewart, Royal S. Cleaves
Civil Defense Director:—Paul T. Bradbury
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TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestown in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said Frances-
town on Tuesday, the eighth day of March, next at ten of the
clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the budget as sub-
mitted by the Selectmen, or make any alterations in the same
and raise and appropriate a sufficient sum of money to finance
the same as finally adopted.
3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of three hundred dollars ($300.00) to be placed in the
Capital Reserve Fund for future fire truck replacement, or take
any action relating thereto.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) to be placed in the
Capital Reserve Fund for future highway equipment, or take
any action relating thereto.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) to be
placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for town buildings, or take
any action relating thereto.
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) to be placed in the Capital
Reserve account for purchase of a new Cemetery.
7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of six hundred dollars ($600.00) for waterproofing the
front basement walls of the Bixby Memorial Library, or take
any action relating thereto.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the removal of dis-
eased or condemned trees, complying in so far as possible with
Chapter 135 of the Acts of the General Court, 1959.
9. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
appoint a Committee of three (3) to review the Zoning Ordi-
nance as amended.
10. To see if the Town will vote to require a minimum of three
bids from responsible parties for any expenditure involving an
amount of fifty dollars ($50.00) dollars or more. The results of
such bids are to be posted in one or more public places in Fran-
cestown. The conditions in this article to be in force until
rescinded.
11. To see if the Town will vote to hold the business meeting
of the next Annual Town Meeting at seven-thirty (7:30) P.M.
12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectman
to borrow a sufficient sum of money to pay current expenses
in anticipation of taxes, or take any action relating thereto.
13. To see if the Town will vote to have the State of New
Hampshire Municipal Auditing Division audit the Town books,
or take any action relating thereto.
14. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, and Committees
heretofore chosen and take action on same.
15. To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this fifth day of February,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty.
Arnold K. Ellsworth
Frederick H. Thompson
George E. Kunhardt, Jr.
Selectmen of Francestown
A true copy of Warrant—Attest:
Arnold K. Ellsworth
Frederick H. Thompson
George E. Kunhardt, Jr.
Selectmen of Francestown
SYNOPSIS OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
March 10, 1959
Art. 2. Voted amended budget:
Town Officers' Salaries $1,800 00
Town Officers' Expenses 1,500 00
Election & Registration Expenses 72 00
Expenses Town Hall & other Town Buildings 750 00
Police Department 250 00
Fire Department 1,279 28
Insurance 1,500 00
Civil Defense 200 00
Vital Statistics 10 00
Town Dump & Garbage Removal 150 00
Town Road Maintenance—Summer 8,500 00
Town Road Maintenance—Winter 6,000 00
Street Lighting 640 00
General Expenses of Highway Dept. 750 00
Town Road Aid 1,008 08
Libraries 2,000 00
Town Poor 200 00
Old Age Assistance 834 91
Memorial Day & Vet. Association 25 00
Cemeteries 300 00
Interest on Temporary Loans 250 00
Interest on Long Term notes & bonds 15 00
Payment on Principal of long term notes 500 00
Art 3. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of two hundred
($200.00) dollars, to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for
future Fire Truck replacement.
Art. 4. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of one thousand
($1,000.00) dollars to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for
future highway equipment.
Art. 5. Voted to indefinitely postpone action on this Article.
Art. 6.—Voted to instruct the Selectmen to reserve from all
available Summer Highway Funds, not less than one thousand
five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars for road maintenance after
September 1, inasmuch as they are responsible for the expendi-
ture of money and the discharge of duties of the Highway
Agent under the Rev. Laws of the State of New Hampshire,
Chap. 96, Sec. 9.
Art. 7. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of one hundred
and four ($104.00) dollars to the Monadnock Region Associa-
tion for issuance and distribution of printed matter, newspaper
and magazine advertising.
Art. 8. Voted to amend the present Zoning Ordinance by
inserting the following paragraph 6 A:
"Within said zones no person or persons shall display or
cause to be displayed advertising signs or billboards except
those offering real property for sale or rent, or those advertis-
ing an owner's or tenants' business venture."
Art. 9. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of eight hun-
dred ($800.00) dollars to reshingle and repair the roof of the
Fire House.
Art. 10. Voted to change the hours of the business meeting of
the Annual Town Meeting from 1 P. M. to 7:30 P. M.
Art. 11. Voted to have the Selectmen post all property bought
for taxes thirty (30) days after such purchase, until rescinded.
Art. 12. This article defeated.
Art. 13. Voted to have the Town Advisory Committee survey
the Town Hall and report at the next Town Meeting relative to
necessary repairs and recommended alterations to the building
for the most efficient use thereof.
Art. 14. Voted that the care of this road (King Hill Road) be
referred to the Road Agent for repair.
Art. 15. Voted that the Selectmen be authorized to expend
from the Capital reserve fund for Town Buildings the money
required to provide toilet facilities in the library.
Art. 16. Voted to authorize the Selectmen to borrow a suffi-
cient sum of money to pay current expenses in anticipation of
taxes.
Art. 17. Voted to have the State of New Hampshire Municipal
Auditing Division audit the Town Books.
Art. 18. Voted to accept the reports of Agents, Auditors, and
Committees as printed.
Art. 19. Voted to enact a resolution as follows:
Resolved: That we encourage moves made by several small
Towns to study the costs and services of county Government
in this state, and where possible, to seek to merge county
services with state services.
Herman C. Miller
Town Clerk
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year January 1,
19601to December 31, 1960. Compared with Estimated and Actual
Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures of the Previous Year January
1, 1959 to December 31, 1959.
Estimated Actual Estimated
_, „ _, Revenue Revenue Revenue
Sources of Revenue Previous Previous Ensuing-
Year 1959 Year 1959 Year 1960
From State:
Interest & Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
From Local Sources Except Taxes
Dog Licenses
Business Licenses, permits & filing fees
Rent of Town hall & other bldgs.
Interest rec'd on taxes & deposits
Income of Departments:
Fire Company
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Sale of Town Property
Withdrawals from Capital Reserve
Funds 1,745 00
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes :
Poll Taxes—Regular at $2.00
Yield Taxes
Total Revenues from All
Sources Except Prop. Taxes
$6,343 53
35 34
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Purposes of Expenditures
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Appropriations
„ , ^ ,., PreviousPurposes of Expenditures Year
1959
SUMMARY OF INVENTORY OF VALUATION OF
THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH
COUNTY FOR THE TAX YEAR 1959
Valuation
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13
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES
ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR, 1959
Total town and school appropriation $65,494 28
Less estimated revenues 11,277 75
$54,216 53
Plus overlay 649 30
Net amount to be raised by taxation $54,865 83
Less 179 polls at $2.00 358 00
Amount to be raised by property taxes $54,507 83
Taxes to be committed to Collector:
Property taxes $54,507 83
Poll taxes at $2.00 358 00




George E. Kunhardt, Jr.
Selectman
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF
FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1959
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report








In hands of treasurer $16,818 35
Capital Reserve Funds 3,724 42
Accounts Due to the Town:
Bounties 6 50
Unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 1958 $547 25
Levy of 1957 72 68
Previous years 6 08
625 96
Uncollected Taxes:
Levy of 1959 $7,415 13
Levy of 1958 4 00
Levy of 1957 63 44
State Head Taxes, levy of 1959 250 00
State Head Taxes, previous years 10 00
7,742 57
Total Assets $28,917 80
Liabilities
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Tax Collector's Excess Credits $161 45
Yield Tax Deposit 140 00
Due to State:
State Head Taxes, 1959:
Uncollected $250 00






























Total current year's taxes collected
and remitted
Property taxes and yield taxes, previous
years
Poll taxes, previous years
State head taxes at $5.00, previous yrs.
Interest received on taxes
Penalties on State Head Taxes
Tax sales redeemed
From State:
For Class V highway maintenance
Interest and dividends tax
Savings bank tax, bldg. & loan as. tax
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog licenses
Business licenses, permits & filing fees
Rent of town property
Income from departments
Regis, of motor vehicles, 1958, permits























Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temp, loans in anticipation of taxes
Refunds
New Trust Funds
Withdrawals from Capital Reserve Fds.
Sale of town property
Total Receipts from All Sources











Expenses town hall & other town bldgs. 710 03
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police department










Town Mainte., Summer 9,730 03
Town Mainte., Winter 5,297 30
Street lighting






























Advertising & Regional As. 104 00
Taxes bought by town 973 13
Discounts, abatements & refunds 10 70
Payment to State a/c yield tax debt
retirement 370 41
Total Current Maintenance Expenses $29,645 79
Interest:
Paid on temp, loans in anticipation of
taxes 298 30
Paid on long term notes 6 32
Outlay for New Construction, Equip,
and Permanent Improvements:
New equipment 3,195 00
Indebtedness:
Payments on temp, loans in anticipation
of taxes 25,000 00
Payments on long term notes 500 00
Pavments to capital reserve funds 1,200 00
New Fund 100 00
Payments to Other Gov. Divs.:
State Head taxes paid State Treas. 890 00
Taxes paid to County 6,379 48
Payments to School Districts 25,681 59
Total Payments for all Purposes $92,896 48
Cash on hand, Dec. 31, 1959 16,818 35
Grand Total $109,714 83
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
Town Hall, lands and buildings $25,000 00
Furniture and equipment 500 00
Libraries, lands and buildings 10,000 00
Contents 4,000 00
Fire Department, lands and buildings 3,500 00
Equipment 6,000 00
Highway Department, lands & buildings 5,000 00
Equipment 2,000 00




Lands and buildings acquired through tax collector's
deeds, 1 acre Curtis place 100 00
Total $79,600 00
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
1959
Auto permits: 363 issued $3,263 34
Dog licenses: 77 male & spayed $156 00
7 Female 35 50
191 50
Paid out: Com. on 84 dogs 16 80
174 70
Filing Fees 8 00





FINANCIAL REPORT OF TREASURER
Balance in treas. Jan. 1, 1959 $11,844 86
Eunice E. Patch, Tax Collector:
1954 Tax sales redeemed $51 35
1954 Int. & cost after sale 20 40
1955 Tax sales redeemed 27 55
1955 Int. & cost after sale 8 96
1956 Tax sales redeemed 32 67
1956 Int. & cost after sale 7 92
$148 85
1957 Property tax 12 20
1957 Interest 25
1957 Yield tax 11
1957 Tax sales redeemed 306 88




1958 Head tax & penalties
1958 Yield taxes
1958 Tax sales redeemed




1959 Head tax & penalties
1959 Yield taxes
Herman C. Miller, Clerk:
Auto permits 3,263 34
Dog taxes 174 70




Interest & Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax





Trustees of Trust Funds, Cap. res. fd
Francestown Vol. Fire Dept., payment
towards new truck
0. P. Harwood, bridge planks
Frank W. Jones, gravel
Robert F, Caskie Jr., oil & grader
Winnifred C. Hoyt, use of grader
Ina G. Matthews, cemetery lot
L. Paul Ecklund, cemetery lot for Johns
Tr. of Trust Funds, Cap. res. fund
equipment
$1,139 38
REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
EXHIBIT C-1
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
Summary of Warrants, Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1959
Dr.
Cash on Hand, Dec. 31, 1958:
Property Taxes
Yield Taxes



















Property Taxes 111 28







Summary of State Head Tax Warrants Fiscal Year Ended Dec. 31, 1959
Dr.-
Uncollected Head Taxes, Dec. 31, 195S







Uncollected Head Taxes, Dec. 31, 1959
Levy of
1959
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries:
Arnold K. Ellsworth, selectman $270 00
Frederick H. Thompson, selectman 270 00
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., selectman 270 00
Herman C. Miller, auto permits 181 50
Herman C. Miller, salary 150 00
Paul T. Bradbury, overseer of poor
(2 years) 72 00















Town Hall and Other Town Buildings:
Norman J. Stewart, care of town clock $25
F. D. Paro, fuse box town hall 18
R. S. Cleaves, repairs fire house 15
E. H. Edwards & Son, repairs fire house 237
C. W. Abbott, repairs town hall 97
C. W. Abbott, re-roof fire house 502
0. P. Harwood, repairs town hall 29
Allen Eddy, care grounds 89
J. P. Vaillancourt, bottled gas 12
F. H. Colburn & Co., supplies 8
Public Service Co., town hall & garage 78
Jean M. Kellogg, archt. fee, library 30
Gladys C. Vadney, custodian 35
Police Department:
Walter A. Creighton, time & expenses
Norman J. Stewart, time & expenses
Royal S. Cleaves, time & expenses
Fire Department:
Paul T. Bradbury, Treas. approp.
Francis Abbott, forest fire school
Insurance:
Stuart Clark, Insurance premiums
Bounties:
Arnold K. Ellsworth, hedgehogs
Vital Statistics:
Herman C. Miller, fees
Winter Highway:
Clayton Foote, agent $569 70
Herbert Dunlap, labor 302 50
Charles Champange, labor 292 25
Otis Higgins, labor 138 05
Robert Foote, labor 172 23
I. H. Vadney, Jr., labor 29 70
I. H. Vadney, agent 20 00
Clayton Foote, truck 244 00
Floyd Cornwell, truck 899 95
Francis Abbott, truck 168 00
Earl Bullard, truck 220 60
Lemuel Bolles, jeep 20 25
R. S. Cleaves, jeep 202 50







C. H. Cragin, repairs
I. H. Vadney, Jr., supplies
Merrimack Farmers' Exch., salt
E. C. Hopkins, salt
Winter Highway Continued:









T. E. Bixby, truck
Arnold Ellsworth, truck
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., tractor
Joe Thompson, repairs
Summer Highway:









Edward S. Holt, mowing
R. S. Cleaves, truck
Floyd Cornwell, truck
Earl Bullard, truck











R. S. Cleaves, tools
Lyons Iron Works, supplies
26
44




Monadnock Region Association, dues
Taxes Bought by Town:
Eunice E. Patch, Collector
Refunds:
C. Thomas Colburn, Jr., auto permit
Emily M. Caskie, auto permit
Capital Reserve Funds:
Trustees of Trust Funds, special acct.
Scott Machinery, highway equipment
Interest:






Payments to Other Gov. Divs. :
Hillsborough County Treas., County
Tax
State of N. H., yield tax
State of N. H., head tax
School District:
School District, appropriation
REPORT OF HIGHWAY AGENT
To THE Townspeople of Francestown:
I would like to submit a brief report to you, as taxpayers, on
the highway work accomplished this past year.
There were 8 culverts put in 4 new ones and 4 replacements
for old stone culverts.
There is a total of 15 wooden bridges in town. Two of these
were completely rebuilt, besides replacing broken plank in
other ones.
Approximately 2000 yards of gravel were put out in mud holes
and other places where it was needed.
Brush, trees and overhead limbs were cut on 90% of the roads.
Over 2 miles of black road were resurfaced and 60 yards of
cold patch was mixed and stockpiled for this year's use.
General maintenance was kept up throughout the year and
practically all roads were widened where possible.
The only major road damage, due to heavy fall rains, was the
mountain road to the big house at Hob & Nob farm. The cul-
verts there are just not big enough to take a heavy flow of
water.
The TRA money was spent on Lord & Jones road, adding
another mile to the black road system. My thanks to Harold
Eaton of the State Highway Department, the Selectmen and
all the property owners for their complete cooperation on the
project. There is an unexpended balance which will be applied
to next year's program.
Farnum's Hill was resurfaced and black topped using the
town grader to do the work.
A new sander and road rake were purchased with money
from the Capital Reserve Fund. A chain saw and misc. tools,
shovels, etc., were bought with summer highway money.
A new program of cutting roadside trees, within the Tovs/n's
right of way has been approved by the Selectmen. The triple
purpose of this is to eliminate trees dangerous to equipment and
vehicles, stockpile firewood for town buildings and gain a supply
of culvert posts.
The above items were all done and many more within the
Summer Highway appropriation and also resulted in a surplus
to the town.
I'd like to thank the Selectmen and everyone else, who
worked on the roads, for their consideration this past year.
Respectfully submitted.





The Fire Department hereby submits their report and finan-
cial statement for 1959, together with their budget for 1960.
Year after year we have reported no fii'es in structures and the
count has now reached FOUR full years with no building fires.
The Department again congratulates the people of Frances-
town for their strict observance of the rule, "Don't give Fire
a place to start."
Again as in past years, with the use of Federal Surplus sup-
plies and the usual generous donation by the Volunteer Fire
Company, we have been able to secure a second Scott Air Pack,
protective clothing for the men, and many small items.
The trucks and equipment, we now believe, equal or better
that of towns of similar size, and we lack only Foam and Foam
Applicators. These we hope to add in the near future.
In addition to the Town appropriation for re-shingling the
fire station roof, the Fire Company, through donated labor,
made minor repairs to the building; but its size and poor
structural condition continue to be unsatisfactory. We are
now obliged to de-commission a Tank Truck each Fall as
freezing weather arrives. The loss of use of one "Tanker"
(nearly 50% of our water carrying capacity) during the winter,
could prove costly in the event of a major fire
We call attention to the 1960 budget which, despite an item
for water hole construction and repairs, is lower than in 1959.
The budget requests each year appear to be no higher and in











FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1959
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REPORT OF CEMETERY COMMISSION
Summafy of Receipts, Expenditures and Proof of Balance
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1959
Balance, Dec. 31, 1958 $20 11
Receipts During Year:
Town Appropriation $300 00
Trustees of Trust Funds 250 00
$550 00
Total $570 11
Expenditures During Year $565 12
Balance, Dec. 31, 1959 $4 99
Proof of Balance:
Balance in the Souhegan National
Bank per Statement Dec. 17, 1959 $4 99
REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
GEORGE HOLMES BIXBY MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Budget — Town Account
Expenditures
:
Town account expenditures $1,904 54
Balance on hand, Dec. 31, 1959 95 46
Total $2,000 00
Trust Funds and Other Income Accounts
Receipts:
Balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1959 $135 53
Manning and Clark Fund 35 95
A. B. Hill Fund 48 74
Fines 24 60
Library Benefit "Auction" 283 03
Sale of Books 26 00
Gift for records 5 00
Village Improvement Soc. "Doll Money" 75 00




Bank charges 3 55






REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
GEORGE HOLMES BIXBY MEMORIAL LIBRARY, 1959
The year's activities began with the National Library Week
in April when the Colburn store and Vadney's store were kind
enough to let the Library use their windows for displays of
books illustrating the theme of "Wake up and Read." A story-
hour was held to which the five-year old children were invited.
Creative activities, stories read by Mrs. Starrett, and music
were enjoyed.
On July 11th at an auction for the benefit of the Library,
many articles generously donated were auctioned off by Rev.
Rice, Mr. W^oodworth and Mr. Fuller. Much gratitude is ex-
pressed to all for the support of this profitable activity.
The Library is happy to announce that a record collection has
been established thanks to the generous gift of records from
Mrs. Noyes and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hill. To acquaint the
35
Town with this new service, an informal evening of music was
held on October 6th. The "Suffragettes," a Labor Day parade
entry, kindly donated their prize-money for purchasing new
records. The Warren G. Hills and the Hallett Langs are others
who have helped to form this collection.
The Village Improvement Society generously donated the
proceeds from chances sold on the Labor Day Doll given by the
E. B. Hill family and to which the Society added a sum of
money as well. The Library appreciated this gift.
This Fall, the Early American Tray Painting Class, under the
direction of Mrs. Ruth Douglass, again met in the Historical
Rooms on Tuesday mornings.
Some improvements have been made and new equipment
added. There is a handsome dictionary stand, which also holds
other reference books, in the reading room. In the attic are new
shelves to take care of older books occasionally needed. Some
additional filing equipment has been purchased, and three
dampers have been installed in the downstairs fireplaces in
order to reduce loss of heat and prevent drafts.
The Library would like to thank the many people who con-
tribute so much particularly Mr. Henry B. Hill who is re-
cataloguing the entire library and Prof. E. B. Hill who is assist-
ing him; Mr. Arnold Ellsworth for donating his services as
janitor and building a duck-board; and Miss Judy Cutter for
mowing the lawns.
The Library is most appreciative of the new rest room which
the Town i)ut in an ideal location on the first floor.
The damp condition of the basement rooms, caused by water
seeping through the walls at the front of the building, is damag-
ing to the Library and mold forms on some of the books. We
have had an architect survey this situation and now have a plan
whereby the walls can be waterproofed and the rooms put to use.
We would like to make one room (under the reading room)
available for such groups as the tray-painting class, the Village
Improvement Society and the Scouts. We would like to make
it a place for creative activity for children and adults. The other
room could be used to good advantage for storage by the Village







REPORT OF LIBRARIAN, 1959







Magazines subscribed to by the Library:
American Girl, Better Homes and Gardens, Good Housekeep-
ing, Ladies' Home Journal, Readers' Digest, Popular Science,
Popular Mechanics, Saturday Evening Post, Life, Time, Nation-
al Geographic, Yankee, Antiques, Horn Book, Audubon,
Natural History, Jack and Jill.
Gift subscriptions:
Our Dumb Animals—Mrs. Harvey Packer; N. H. Profiles
—
Mrs. Lucy Holt Andolina.
Other magazines and books have been given by the following
persons
:
Mrs. E. F. StefFian, Misses McKinlay and Hall, Mrs. C. F.
Knudson, Richard Moulton, I. S. Kibrick, Mrs. Susan Wason,
Donn Purvis, Mrs. C. W. Dodge, Donald Wright, Mrs. W. R.
Hamel, George A. Smith, F. W. Bowman, Mrs. Marion Kahle,
Mrs. David Howell, Miss Isabella Hirst, Mrs. A. B. Bailey,
Mrs. R. S. Williams, Alfred Gray, Betty and Norman Stewart,
Oscar Starrett, H. L. Wiggin, H. B. Hill.
From the Bookmobile we borrowed 202 books; from the State
and other libraries we borrowed 170 books.
Memorial books have been given by Mr. and Mrs. Max
Koetter, Mrs. Fred Brown of Connecticut, and Mrs. Susan
Wason in memory of the late Mrs. Dell Bixby and Lew Cum-
mings. Goerge Alan Smith presented a copy of his "Introduction
to Mountain Climbing"; a book on the paintings of Winslow
Homer was provided by special funds from Miss Ann Pettee and
Mrs. Elizabeth Montgomery. Mrs. David Howell again gave
$15 for books, and the special fund for colonial and fine arts was
increased by $30 by a Friend of the Library. The discovery of
more stenciled walls in town (at D. A. Pettee's and the Crombie
House) has led to increased use of this collection which also
takes care of the needs of the Craft Class and of many in-
dividual interests in art, crafts and collecting. "Fire on the
Hearth" contains photographs of soapstone stoves now in
Francestown homes.
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Much of the extra money we have had for books this year has
made it possible to cooperate more usefully with the school
television programs in science and literature; supplementary
reading was also provided for the social sicences. Mrs. Harold
C. Case gave an illustrated unit of material on Africa, a subject
to which she has been giving a great deal of her time. UNESCO
and the National Council of Women sponsored her recent trip
to Africa for further study.
An antique fiatiron was given by Gregory Robinson, and a
piece of Stoddard glass was lent by Miss Anne Kenyon of
Rhode Island. A relief globe was provided for the Children's
Room by another Friend of the Library. A much needed table
was also given this room by Rev. and Mrs. Kershaw.
Many additions have been made to the nature shelves by
adults and children, including a spider that was supposed to
weave an orb web for the weaving exhibit but made an egg case
instead. The Baltimore Oriole, brought by James Varnum and
stuffed by Mrs. John Bean, was borrowed by the school children
when studying Maryland. Many other things were borrowed
for the science classes. Mr. Bean has made several special
tours of the Historical Rooms with the children and introduced
them to the use of the card files.
The voluntary reading which many of the children did in
connection with other countries led to their names being pinned
to a map of the world, showing what nations they had visited,
and foreign dolls were collected. Miss Evelyn Vadney made
several; John Bean lent some of the Kachina images he had
made in the West; other dolls were lent by Mrs. George Foster
of Greenfield, Ellen Kershaw, Mrs. W. R. Hamel, Mrs. W. A.
Lord, representing China, Hawaii, Scotland, Burma, Italy,
Greece, India, France and Switzerland.
Preceding Library Week the Librarian gave a Zip Trip talk
to the Grammar School, running through the history of the
book, with a stop-over at the period of Illuminated Manuscripts
with beautiful examples borrowed from the Manchester Library,
including a reproduction of the "Book of Kells", one of the most
famous books of the mediaeval period.
For Book Week we had an attractive display of books from
the Marshall Jones Co. and the Golden Quill Press, publishing
concerns owned by Clarence Farrar who added generously to
the celebration by inviting Mr. Bean and the grammer grades
to visit his workshop where he explained the making and putting
together of books.
Mrs. Nellie Abbott and her 4-H Club arranged a special
exhibit of material relating to their activities. There have been
many other displays during the year, winding up with an ex-
hibit of reproductions of famous paintings borrowed from the
State Department of Education through the influence of Dr.
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Alice Baumgarner, Director of Arts Education, who spoke here
at the P. T. A.
A special group of antique-minded women from the Reading,
Mass. Woman's Club came to tour the Library and Historical
Rooms with Mrs. Louis Davis, a member of the Club. Descen-
dants of former townspeople came from Maine and Colorado to
look up information about their ancestors. An author from
Maryland and an advanced student from Pennsylvania State
University have asked for the privilege of researching here in
connection with the lives of Dr. Clarence Roote and Vice-
President Levi Woodbury. This work has not yet been done.
If anyone has material relating to these men the Library would
be glad to borrow it.
During the year the Library was represented at several State
meetings. The annual Vermont-N. H. Library meeting at Han-
over in June was attended by Mrs. Marie Muzzey and the
Librarian. Next day the Librarian went to the Conference on
Educational Television at Durham, celebrating the opening of
Channel 11, U.N.H., and in October she attended the Gover-
nor's Conference on Childhood and Youth at Concord.
Judith Colburn is the eighth-grade assistant for the current
year. As usual, the school children assist with checking out
books on Wednesday afternoons; this is a much appreciated
service. The Trustees also help the younger children to select
books, an activity initiated two years ago by Mrs. Wiederhold.
Since the Librarian is sharing reports this year with the
Trustees, money items are omitted except for special gifts, and
an accounting of activities which were especially in the hands of
the Trustees whose constant services in many unrecorded ways
have been an inspiration. Did you notice the newly planted
lawn and the flowering crab apple tree which replaced the
wreckage of the previous winter? And the bicycle rack which
cost nothing for labor? The Library is indebted to many persons





DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord, New Hampshire





Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and audit
of the accounts of the Town of Francestown for the fiscal year
ended December 31, 1959, which was made by this Division in
accordance with the vote of the Town. Exhibits as hereafter
hsted are included as part of the report.
Scope of Audit
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts and
records of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax Collector,
Town Clerk, Library Treasurer, Cemetery Commission, Fire
Department and Trustees of Trust Funds.
Financial Statements
Comparative Balance Sheets: Dec. 31, 1958-Dec. 31, 1959
(Exhibit A-1)
Comparative Balance Sheets as of Dec. 31, 1958 and Dec. 31,
1959, are presented in Exhibit A-1. As indicated therein the
Surplus increased by $3,296.54 during the year of 1959.
Analysis of Change in Financial Condition : (Exhibit A-2)
An analysis of the change in financial condition of the Town
during the year is made in Exhibit A-2, with the factors caused
the change indicated therein. These were as follows:
Increase in Surplus
Net Budget Surplus $2,796 54
Long Term Notes Paid 500 00
$3,296 54
Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expendi-
tures—Estimated and Actual Revenues: (Exhibits A-3
and A-4)
Comparative statements of appropriations and expenditures,
estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended Dec. 31,
1959, are presented in Exhibits A-3 and A-4. As indicated by
the budget summary (Exhibit A-4), a revenue surplus of $807.83
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plus a net unexpended balance of appropriations of $1,988.71,
resulted in a net budget surplus of $2,796.54.
Summary Statement of Receipts and Expenditures:
(Exhibits B-1)
A summary statement of receipts and expenditures for the
fiscal year ended Dec. 31, 1959, made up in accordance with the
uniform classification of accounts, is included in Exhibit B-1.
Proof of the Treasurer's balance as of Dec. 31, 1959, is indicated
in Exhibit B-2.
Audit Procedure
The accounts and records of all town officials charged with the
custody, receipt and disbursement of public funds were ex-
amined and audited. Vouchers and cancelled checks were com-
pared with supporting invoices and paj^olls as well as entries in
the books of record. Receipts were checked by source insofar
as possible and totals of receipts and expenditures verified. Book
balances were verified by comparison with reconciled bank
balances made from statements obtained from depository
banks. Verification of uncollected taxes was made by mailing




The current surplus (excess of total assets over current liabili-
ties) increased from $4,313.75 to $7,110.29 during 1959, as
shown herewith. Inasmuch as there were no outstanding long
term notes or bonds as of Dec. 31, 1959, the Surplus of $7,110.29,
as indicated in the Balance Sheet (Exhibit A-1) was entirely
current.
Dec. 31, '58 Dec. 31, '59
Total Assets $24,459 62 $28,917 80
Current Liabilities 20,145 87 21,807 51
Current Surplus $4,313 75 $7,110 29
Monthly Totals in Selectmen's Record of Expenditures:
It is again noted that the Selectmen's record of expenditures
book had not been totalled during the fiscal year. It is impor-
tant that this be done at least monthly in order that com-
parison may be made between appropriations and expenditures
and control over appropriations thereby exercised. The aggre-
gate amount of the classification column totals on each page
should agree with the aggregate amount of the "Total Amount
Paid" column.
Tax Collector's Cash Book:
The Tax Collector's Cash Book should be totalled and kept
up to date at all times.
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Conclusion:
The provisions of Chapter 184 of the Laws of 1955, require
that the summary of finding and recommendations (letter of
transmittal) of this report shall be published in the next annual
report of the Town.
We extend our thanks to the officials of the Town of Frances-




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
NORVAL D. Lessels, Auditor
Hugh J. Cassidy, Accountant
January 12, 1960
Certificate of Audit
This is to certify that we have examined and audited the
accounts and records of the Town of Francestown for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 1959. In our opinion, the Exhibits
included herewith reflect the true financial condition of the
Town on December 31, 1959, together with the results of opera-




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Norval D. Lessels, Auditor
Hugh J. Cassidy, Accountant
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REPORT OF VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY
The Francestown Village Improvement Society started the
summer by entering a float in the Greenfield 4th of July Whing
Ding parade.
During the year money was appropriated to buy uniforms
and hard hats for the Little League. The diving board on the
Scobie Pond raft was repaired and arrangements made to re-
furbish the raft during the winter. A Francestown boy was
sent to Boys' State. Money was donated to the library, also
to the Community Christmas party. The lighting of the out-
door Christmas tree is also under the direction of The Improve-
ment Society.
The Labor Day celebration was a huge success. Again this
year the parade co-chairmen, the 0. P. Harwoods and the Leroy
Hills did a wonderful job. The auction, a new attraction, under
the direction of Mr. Gregory Robinson, drew a large crowd and
financially was most successful.
As always the success and enjoyment of Labor Day is due to
the interest and hard work of every Francestown resident. The
Society is sincerely appreciative of this and will continue to
welcome all residents and interested friends to the meetings.
Lois S. MacAdam, President
Louis Wiederhold, Vice President
Elizabeth Foote, Secretary
Robert Cutter, Treasurer
REPORT OF THE TOWN HISTORY COMMITTEE
Board of Selectmen:
Francestown, N. H.
I hereby submit the report of the financial condition of The
Town History Committee for the year 1959.
All funds are now on deposit in Saving Department of the
Merchants Bank of Manchester, N. H. Book No. 58758 total
including interest to date $267.62.
Paul T. Bradbury, Treasurer
Town History Committee
43
REPORT OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
A five-member Advisory Committee was appointed by the
Selectmen, as a result of a vote of the last town meeting. This
Committee was to assist the Selectmen in an advisory capacity
on town business.
The following is a list of projects submitted to the advisory
committee by the Selectmen.
1. To Survey the Town Hall with respect to utilizing the
building in a manner that would benefit the Town.
2. To inspect the Fire House roof and recommend action to
be taken in the way of repair.
3. To recommend a procedure in the method of printing the
Town Property Invoices of 1959.
4. To advise in the subject of granting permits for the in-
stallation of new driveways.
5. To recommend action to be taken on the weather vane on
the Meeting House.
The following is a report of the proceedings of the projects
listed for action;
1. Survey of the Town Hall: The Committee has the opin-
ion that the Town Hall has unlimited possibilities in uses; and
that the Town would benefit in putting money into the build-
ing, and making it universal for town functions. The basement
could house all fire equipment. Town offices could be installed;
the kitchen should be modernized; and, with the proper heating
system, the building could be used year round with low-operat-
ing costs. It is, therefore, recommended that the town vote to
appoint a committee with the authority to thoroughly investi-
gate the cost of excavating the basement for a Fire House; in-
stalling a heating system ; installing town offices ; and moderniz-
ing the kitchen; improving the toilet facilities; and incorporat-
ing any other improvements necessary to prepare the building
for a more general use. This Committee should report with a
program and costs at a future date.
2. Fire House Roof—The Advisory Committee inspected the
Fire House roof, and was of the opinion that the condition of
the roof was satisfactory enough to apply new shingles over the
old. The Committee, at the request of the Selectmen, wrote and
furnished a specification on roofing. As a result of this project,
the Committee strongly suggests that, on future town business,
the Town establish a definite business-like procedure for the
Selectmen, to be upheld on all such projects. This procedure
should dictate more advantageous times of the year for releas-
ing Town work, for requesting bids, for awarding bids, and for
a thorough inspection before paying for work done.




mittee was asked to recommend a procedure for the printing
of Invoices of Property for the year 1959. The recommenda-
tion was that the hsting be printed in the back of the Town
Report. This was the most economical procedure.
4. Permits for Driveways—The Committee was asked to
advise if the practice of Granting Permits for instalHng drive-
ways should become a town practice. The Committee con-
firmed the fact that, driveways entering on State Roads are
under State jurisdiction. It was suggested that the Town Road
Agent supervise, inspect, and approve all new driveways enter-
ing on Town roads; thereby eliminating the need for permits.
5. Weathervane on Meeting House—The Committee was
asked to advise the Selectmen on a course of action concerning
the Weathervane. It was determined that the apparent condi-
tion of the Weathervane was a possible hazard, and it should be
removed permanently. This still left the possibility of future
repair and re-installation, if the Town so voted. The Com-
mittee furnished the Selectmen with a Contractor's name, and
a reasonable estimate for the removal of the hazard. To this
date, no conclusive action has been taken. Another strong
recommendation is made, that the townspeople vote and guide
the Selectmen in this difficult decision.
6. Library Toilet Facilities—This Committee was not re-
quested to assist in this matter until late in the year, and after
the project had been debated at lengths by various parties
concerned. Originally, an architect was employed to draw up
plans for a toilet and lavatory in the cellar behind the furnace.
These plans were found to be inadequate, and did not conform
to plumbing codes or standard practices. These blueprints
were disregarded. It was then learned that plans were under-
way to replace the toilet at the site of the old toilet in the south
room of the cellar. As this proposed location was impractical
from so many standpoints, this committee voiced an official
protest against it. Late in September, the Chairman of the
Board of Selectmen arranged a meeting with this committee
and the Library committee, at which time the present location
of the facilities was selected. This Committee then drew up
and printed a very thorough proposal and furnished the Select-
men a sufficient number of copies to be mailed to plumbing
contractors. The results of these bids and the contract awards
were published in the Post Office. Once more the need for a
definite procedure for such work is evident. The practice of the
Selectmen releasing public work in a questionable manner, and
at a time of year when such work will cost the Town more
money, should be corrected.
0. P. Harvvood
R. S. Mace
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Moderator: Mr. Harry Varnum March 1960
Clerk: Mrs. C. Gladys St. John March 1960
Treasurer: Mr. Gregory Robinson June 1960
Auditor: Mrs. Eleanor Cutter March 1960
School Board Members
Dr. Louis Wiederhold, Chairman March 1960
Mrs. Nina Abbott, Secretary March 1961
Mrs. Winifred Hoyt March 1962
Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Kenneth A. Sargent
Teaching Staff 1959-60
Mr. John E. Bean, Jr., Principal Grades 5, 6, 7, 8
Mrs. Grace Rainey Grades 3 & 4
Mrs. Elinor Geel Grades 1 & 2
Miss Ethelyn Edwards Music Supervisor
School Nurse









School opens Jan. 4, 1960, Closes February 19
School opens February 29, Closes April 22
School opens May 2, Closes June 17
Holiday: May 30
1960-61:
School opens Sept. 7, 1960, Closes Nov. 23 12:00 Noon
School opens November 28, Closes December 21
School opens January 2, 1961, Closes, February 17
School opens February 27, Closes April 21
School opens May 1, Closes June 16 prior to 12:00 Noon
Holiday: May 30
Teachers Convention October 20 and 21
Total Number of School Days 181
Total Number of School Weeks 37
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SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Ffancestown qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
district on the 4th day of March 1960, at eight o'clock in the
afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the ensuing
three years.
4. To choose a Treasure!' for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School Board
and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any other
officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or
Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in relation to
any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and appro-
priate for the support of schools, for the salaries of school dis-
trict officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory
obligations of the district, and to authorize the application
against said appropriation of such sums as are estimated to be
received from the state foundation aid fund together with other
income; the school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation, which
balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.












SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATED BUDGET
School Board's Statement of amounts required to support public schools and
meet other statutory obligations of the District for the fiscal year beginning





1. Salaries of District Officers $135 60 $158 60 $158 60
2. Supt.'s Salary (Local Share) 304 00 386 10 392 35
3. Tax for State Wide Supervision 156 00 188 00 188 00
4. Salaries of Other Admn. Personnel 375 40 405 10 468 30
5. Supplies and Expenses 416 77 484 50 477 82
B. Instruction:
6. Teachers' Salaries 12,069 90 13,125 00 13,450 00
7. Textbooks and Other Instr. Aids 383 52 330 00 430 00
8. Scholars' Supplies 516 17 501 00 568 00
10. Other Instructional Expenses 21 68 42 00 164 00
C. Operation of School Plant:
11. Salary of Custodian 729 00 750 00 1,000 00
12. Fuel or heat 424 48 450 00 450 00
13. Water, Light & Other Expenses 483 78 298 00 445 00
D. Maintenance of School Plant:








19. Teacher Retirement (Dist.'s share)
20. Insurance, Bonds, Taxes & Exp.
Total Current Expenses
G. Capital Outlay:
21. Land and New Buildings
22. Additions and Improvements
23. New Equipment
H. Debt and Interest:
25. Payments on Principal
26. Payments of Interest
I. In And Out Items








J. Income of the District:
Capital Outlay:
22. Additions & Improv. to buildings 693 80
23. New Equipment 109 92
Debt and Interest:
25. Principal of Debt 1,370 00
26. Interest on Debt 107 90
Total Net Payments for all Purposes
Cash on hand at end of year, June 30, 1959
Status of School Notes and Bonds:
Name of Building or Project for which
Notes or Bonds were Issued Francestown Public School
Outstanding at Beginning of Year- 4,850 00
Payments of Principal of Debt 1,370 00
Notes and Bonds Outstanding at
End of Year $3,480 00
REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year July 1, 1958 to June 30, 1959
SUMMARY
Cash on hand July 1, 1958 $286 31
Received from Selectmen:
Current Appropriation
DETAILED STATEMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1959
Administration:
1. Salaries of District Officers:




Treasurer, State of N. H.
2. Supt.'s Salary (local share)
:
Supervisory Union No. 63
3. Tax for State Wide Supervision:
Treasurer, State of N. H. $156 00
4. Salaries of Other Admn. Personnel:
Supervisory Union No. 63 356 40
C. Gladys St. John 18 52















L. W. Singer Co., Inc.
John C. Winston Co.














Charles Scribner & Sons
Wilton School District
Supervisory Union No. 63
Milton Bradley Co.
G. H. Tilden & Co.
Henry S. Wolkins Co.
Junior Scholastics
J. L. Hammett Co.
J. E. Davidson
Pioneer Office Appliance Co.
American Education Publishers
John C. Winston Co.
Mt. Kilburn Paper Co.
Richco Products
The Harmar Co.
10. Supplies and Other Expenses:
A. H. Rice Co., Inc.
Howard Chase
J. L. Hammett Co.
Operation of School Plant:
11. Salaries of Custodians:
C. Gladys St. John $617 18
57
$10
N. H.-Vt. Hospitalization Service
Treasurer, State of N. H.








12. Fuel and Heat:
Supervisory Union No. 63
Greenville Pharmacy
Teachers' Retirement System
In and Out Items:
27. To be Refunded:
Director of Internal Revenue $81 30
28. School Lunch
:
Francestown School Lunch 459 47







Outstanding Obligations on Loan $4,350.00 Dated August 5,
1957 payable Souhegan National Bank, Milford, N. H. Rate
Date Due Principal Interest Balance
$3,480 00
Aug. 5, 1959 $870 00 $43 75 2,610 00
Feb. 5, 1960 33 36
Aug. 5, 1960 870 00 32 80 1,740 00
Feb. 5, 1961 22 23
Aug. 5, 1961 870 00 21 88 870 00
Feb. 5, 1962 11 12
Aug. 5, 1962 870 00 10 94
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REPORT OF SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
The Summary below covers the receipts, expenditures, and
balances of the School Lunch Program at Francestown for the
fiscal year 1958-59
:



















Attending Peterborough High School
Attending New Boston High School
Attending Parochial Schools Outside the District











Average Average Percent of Tardinesses
School Membership Attend'e Attend'e Total Per Pupil
Primary 26.3 24.4 92.6
Intermediate 19.4 18.0 92.5
Grammar 23.8 22.3 93.5






Statistics for First Twenty Weeks 1959-60
Census: (1 day to 18 yrs. inch) Boys 75; Girls 55: Total 130
Attending Schools in Francestown 65
Attending Public Schools Outside the District 18
Attending Private Schools Outside the District 3
REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE
During the fiscal year 1958-59 seventeen regular inspection
visits were made to the school.
Number of Pupils examined 67
















Tests given by Nurse
:
Vision 50
Weighed and Measured 67
First Aid 10
Special Activities of Nurse:
Assisted School Doctor with his annual physical examinations.










Arranged Pre-school Registration : Number examined 7
Assisted in administering Polio Vaccine.
Number of Home Visits: 6
Dated June 13, 1959 Respectfully submitted,




To The School Board and Citizens of Francestown:
I respectfully submit my third annual report as your Superin-
tendent of Schools.
Staff and Instruction
The Francestown Public School opened this Fall with two
changes in staff. Mr. John Bean, Jr., continued as Principal
and teacher of grades five through eight. Mrs. Grace W. Rainey
from Francestown was elected as teacher of grades three and
four. Mrs. Rainey is a graduate of Keene Teachers College,
with some thirty-two years of teaching experience in rural
schools in New Boston, Goffstown and in Francestown in 1943,
and since 1945 a grade teacher at the Central School in New
Boston. We feel that Mrs. Rainey's training and experience
has, during this year, added greatly to the level of instruction
taking place in the third and fourth grade room. Mrs. Eleanor
Geel of Jonesboro, Maine was elected to teach in the first and
second grade room. Mrs. Geel is a graduate of the Washington
State Normal School at Machias, Maine and one who has had
teaching experience at the Beals Primary School in Beals,
Maine and at the Lambert Lake School also in Maine. Mrs.
Geel came to us very highly recommended with training and
experience in teaching at the primary grade level. Miss Ethelyn
Edwards continues as teacher and Supervisor of Music. Mrs.
Florence Merchant of Greenfield was elected as School Nurse
upon the announcement of retirement by Miss Sybil Beatham.
Dr. Louis Wiederhold continues as School Doctor and Mrs. C.
Gladys St. John as School Lunch Manager.
The constant struggle to find good teachers, interested in
teaching in small communities, and also interested in teaching
in multiple graded rooms was attacked this past year from a
little bit different point of view and ultimately led to the hiring
of one of our present teachers. Since all avenues onto which we
turned to find capable teachers did not materialize, an advertise-
ment for qualified people was placed in some nine newspapers
in New Hampshire and Maine. As a result of this advertising,
many well qualified, interested and trained candidates were un-
covered, and through a very careful process of sifting some sixty
to seventy responses to the advertisements, teachers were
ultimately selected not only for a vacancy in Francestown, but
also in other towns in the Union. This process has added con-
siderable encouragement to the almost yearly process of fruit-
less search for well qualified teachers for our children. It is
hoped that if vacancies develop in the future, this method can
continue to be used with similar success.
With the addition of two new teachers to our staff, a fair
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portion of the year up to this point has concerned itself with the
making of teacher and pupil adjustments tending to result in
higher levels of educational achievement. At this point, it can
honestly be stated, that a satisfactory level of instruction has
been reached and is being improved each and every day. In-
struction in the upper grade has been experiencing the greatest
difficulty in making satisfactory progress, due to the fact that
the four grades in this room have been the gainers of most of our
new pupils. At the present time, there are thirty-four children
in this room, making Mr. Bean's task an extremely difficult one.
It has been impossible to move the fifth grade to the middle
room because of the fact that there are fourteen children in this
group and their movement would cause an excessive number of
youngsters in the middle room. This class of fourteen portends
the kind of financial problem that Francestown will face when
these 3^oungsters reach the High School level.
A discussion which was related to you in last year's report on
the use of Educational Television became a reality during the
latter part of the past school year through the gift of a television
set by the local Parent Teacher Association. This instrument
has affected the educational and instructional level of children
of the community. At the present time, Francestown Schools
have joined with the New Hampshire Television outlet, Channel
11, actively, and are using presentations of that station for the
strengthening and supplementing of instruction. Instruction in
Science at the third, fifth and sixth grade levels has enlarged and
expanded our offerings. After several weeks of school had
passed and Mrs. Rainey felt more accustomed to the routine of
the Francestown School, she offered to participate in the third
and fourth grade Conversational French Program being offered
by Channel 11. In spite of the fact that participation did not
start for some six weeks after the start of the course, interest on
the part of Mrs. Rainey and the children has resulted in very
satisfactory progress. Enough progress was made so that at the
Christmas Program recently presented, a little Christmas
sketch was offered in French by the members of this group.
Mrs. Rainey is to be highly complimented for embarking on a
program of this sort in a new school and with a background in
French which she admits is seriously limited, but because of her
efforts, the children of Francestown are measurably benefiting.
It is expected that before this report appears in print, the middle
room of the school will also be participating in a brand new
offering of Channel 11, a course on New Hampshire History.
This area is a part of the fourth grade Social Studies Program
which has been difficult to cover because of limited materials.
Building and Grounds
The many years of effort and financing that have gone into
improvement of the grounds in the rear of the school are finally
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beginning to bear fruit. During this past school year all the
forces of the weather up to this time show no marked effect on
the recent filling in of the playground and begin to make feasible
the further improvement of the grounds into a satisfactory play
area. It is hoped this area will eventually include a basketball
court and an area suited for soft ball play. The School Board
has included in its budget under Item 21, $500.00 for grading
and landscape work to be done in this area and thus continue
the program which was started many years ago.
As a result of action taken at the last School District meeting,
the emergency fire exit from the middle room was installed and
now makes possible another means of egress from the building
and adds greatly to the safety of our children while at school.
Upon the resignation of Mrs. C. Gladys St. John as School
Custodian last year, Mr. Howard Kiblin was hired to fill this
vacancy. Mr. Kiblin has found it possible to perform many
tasks that had to be performed by outside help in the past, thus
helping greatly to maintain our building in a proper state of
maintenance and care. It has been no longer necessary to let
out summer cleaning work or arrange for special cleaning, wax-
ing and painting work often necessary during the regular school
year. All this work has been combined, thus making the monies
available for a school custodian more attractive and actually
gaining more services for our school than under the previous
arrangement. Thus the increase in Item 11, Salary of Custo-
dian, reflects an increase of $250.00, however, $200.00 of this
increase was money that was reserved for summer cleaning and
$50.00 of this increase v/as reserved for help provided by as-
sistants. Mr. Kiblin performs all of these duties and requires no
assistants and therefore, we have collected these expenditures
in this one item. It was felt by the School Board that this
action be taken in order to make this position more attractive,
financially and make it possible to hold a custodian.
Finance
The School Board's budget calls for a total expenditure of
$31,921.16. This is an increase of $609.00 over the total amount
approved by the State Tax Commission for the present school
year. However, due to the fact that the balance estimated to
be on hand this year is some $1,300.00 less than that which
actually appeared at the end of the last school year, the net
assessment required to cover the School Board's Budget is
$1,365.00 more than that approved by the State Tax Com-
mission for the current school year.
Major areas of increase within the budget lie in the following
areas. Item 6, calls for an increase in Teachers' Salaries of
$325.00. Actually, the increase being made available to our
teachers is more than this change might indicate, because of the
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fact that the full amount that was budgeted for Teachers'
Salaries for the current year was not expended and increases
were based upon the actual salary which the teachers received
rather than the budgeted amount. In Items 7 and 8, we have
increases of $100.00 and $67.00. These two increases made in
our budget are to provide funds for full utilization of monies
being now made available to us through the National Defense
Act. Under the National Defense Act, federal funds are being
made available to all schools throughout the country for
strengthening instruction in the areas of Math, Science, and
Foreign Languages. This money must be matched by local
funds and must be used for the purchase of equipment or ma-
terial which would be above and beyond the regular purchases
that would ordinarily be made by a school district. Frances-
town has had made available to it for expenditures before July
1960, $111.36 of such funds, and also $118.32 to be expended
previous to July 1961. About $110.00 additional will become
available after July first of this present year, to be expended
before July first of 1962. For this present year, the School
Board has voted to purchase a portable laboratory bench with
related supplies for the use of the Francestown School. In order
to handle this money within a legal limit of the law, it is neces-
sary that twice the expected amount of income from the Federal
Government be included within the budget proper and the ex-
pected amount to be received included as income of the District
in the "Receipt" section of the budget. Item J of the budget
will indicate this income of $110.00 which is anticipated to be
received from the Federal Government. An increase in Item 10
of the budget amount of $122.00 reflects (1) the need for a set
of up-to-date encyclopedias for the use of our school and (2), an
item within our budget to pay the cost of repair and mainte-
nance of instructional materials used in our school. In Item 13,
the bulk of the increase in this item has been made necessary
because of the limited amount of money budgeted for lights in
the past. The biggest decrease shows itself in Item 22 and is
brought about by the fact that money was provided last year
for the construction of the emergency fire exit previously noted.
Other items of increase and decrease in the budget are com-
paratively minor and reflect that type of change.
In spite of the fact that the cost per pupil for instruction at
the High School level at Peterborough increased from $388. to
$400. for the year 1960-61, our budget increased only about
$100. because of the decreased numbers of pupils attending
Peterborough. However, as changes in our enrollment take
place over the next few years, we can anticipate a sizable in-
crease in this item in our budget.
Conclusion
I wish to extend my appreciation to the Francestown School
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Board, citizens of the community and the teachers for assistance
given to help in providing the kind of education for the children
of Francestown that we all are desirous of making available.
Kenneth A. Sargent
Superintendent of Schools
FIVE TOWN COOPERATIVE SCHOOL
COMMITTEE REPORT
Your committee has further reviewed the cost factors relating
to the Crotched Mountain Cooperative School for the five towns
in the area participating in the study. At the present, your
committee sees no changes in the over-all school population
which would call for immediate action, since high school educa-
tion for most of the towns is being adequately provided on the
present basis.
A study of the school population of the entire area is being
planned by your committee in conjunction with the school
boards of Peterborough and Hillsboro. An attempt will be made
to determine the feasibility of indefinite continuation of high
school education on the present basis, or whether future build-
ing is necessary either by the individual districts or by the pro-
posed cooperative school district.
Legislation providing more flexible distribution of costs was
enacted, but this was not as liberal as proposed by your com-
mittee. It will be helpful, however, if the necessity for forming
the proposed district should arise.
We therefore recommend that the districts authorize the
continuance of this committee for further study and in order to
take prompt action in the event conditions change from those
now existing.
Respectfully submitted,




as of April 1, 1959
RESIDENT
Abbott, Carl D.
ISA Kempe Meadow 50
20A Mildred Cheise Land 60
80A Aaron Fisher Land 265
Abbott, Pearl
226A Clara Bryant 3200
Abbott, C. Wm.
lOA Smith Land 30
36A Dean Land & Bldg 3525
19A Clarke & King Land 60
Exemption 1000
Abbott, Catherine
5A Glazier Place 800
20A Starret Pasture 200
Abbott, Francis W. & Nina M.
30A Gervais Farnum
Land 300
26A Carter Land 50
Camp on Scobie Pond 1200
Abbott, F. Russell & Nellie N.








lOA Lewis St John
Place 2700
Bailey, Arnold B. & Dorothy B.
5A Butterfield Place 4000
Bailey, Chas. E. & Charlene





2A Anna Clark Place
Exemption 1000
Basset, Wm. Jr. & Doris C.
lyiA Henderson Place 2500




Bixby, Levi M. Jr.
2A Draper Place 100
7A Geo Kingsbury Land 200
1/2A King Hill Land 50
3A Stevens Field 200
7A Farnum Field 350


















lA Corner, across from
Footes 50
40A Parley Place 300
lOA Brennan Field 500










































& Martin, Mrs. H.
50A Perham Place
Daniels, Winston & Eliz.









60A Farrington Place 5000
Dodge, Abbie A.
135A Dodge Farm 1500
Donnell, Walter A.
12A J. A. Felch
Place 3000
Doyle, Sidney & Margaret
125A John Case
Farm 5000
Duffield, James & Dorothy
13A Joe Lake Place 2000
Dustin, Sarah E.











lOA Playground Land 0000
11/^A Creamery Land 000
Gray, Alfred & Yvette
161/2 Parker Place 5000
Exemption 1000
Hadley, Franklin & Rosalie J.
lA Pearson Bungalow 2200











Hardwick, Harry B. & Eula
21A Part E. A. Bryant
Farm & Bldgs 800
1 Neatstock 75
Harwood, Oren P.



















26A Cottages & Barn,
Pleasant Pond





Hoyt, Donald & Winifred



















Prest, Curtis & Barbara
1/2A Currier Place 5000
1 Horse 100
Exemption 1000
Prince, Donough & Jeanne
385A Gibson Tavern
Farm 14500
6A Hanson Place 1500
38 Cows 4400
6 Neatstock 600
Putnam, Harry J. & Ellen
2A Peters Field 100
lA Homestead 700







80A Getchell Place 4000
2 Cows 200
2200 Fowls 600
Ray, Samuel H. & Florence H.
30A Brown Land
on Todd Rd 100
7A Stone Land
and Bldgs 1875








Caskie, Edw. J. Est.
53A John Shattuck
Place 3500
6A Clark Field 200
3A Johnson Land 100
Caskie, Robert, Sr.
17A Tucker Place 2000
Chipman, Chas. F. & Buzzell,



















I2A Camp on Scobie
Pond
Coughlin, Thos. N. & Elsa
lA Camp on Pleasant
Pond 1500
Cullens, Paul A.
5A Cottage on Perham
Land 1000
Crotched Mt. Foundation
25A Monahan Pasture 100
80 A David Ramsay
Pasture 100
Daniels, Geo.
40A Dodge Pasture 400
40A Dennison Land 400
Daniels, Gibson & Olinda
150A Terren Farm 2500
Davis, Louis & Priscilla












Dodge, Walter C. & Constance
3A Richards Place 6000
Dorry, Ray E. & Marian E.
lOA Newton Land 200
Draper, Harold & Viola

























Drogue, Walter G. & Virginia
16A Aaron Fisher
Place 2000
Duncan, Robt. & Helen
150A Charles Patch
Farm 5.500





lOA Part Frank Starrett
Farm 500
Eagen, John W. Co.
65A Part of Pettee
Farm 4700





Emery, Edw. & Ila
100A Hiram Bailey
Place 3500
5A Gordon Woodlot 100
Evans, Grace G.
30A Farnum Place 4500
Flagg, Geo. D. & Mary J.
Camp & Lot Pleasant
Pond 1500




lOOA J. H. Felch
Land 500
Freese, Dorothy C.
9A House & Barn 3800
lOA Kingsbury Land 200
Furber. Edith B.
72A Colburn Land 400
Garman, Myrtle
14A Mill Vond House,
Water Right 2000
Girouard, Arthur & Winona
Lot-Camp, Pleasant
Pond 1000
Gilbert, Walter E. Est.
40A Burnham Pasture 400
Groth, Geo. H. & Elsie
40A Mason Andrews
Place 2800
Gilman, John & Wm. A.








































Harris, Vernon S. & Dorothy
Lot-Camp, Scobie
Pond 1200 1200




2A Camp on Scobie
Pond 600 600
Hawks, Eddie, Hardwick & Merrill
lA Camp on Land,
P. Abbott 800 800
Heald, Philip C. Est.
135A Part of Geo.
Woodward Land 400 400
Hentze, Edw.
15A Button Land 500 500
Hildreth, Henry H. & Ellen





IIA Pond Lot, Pleasant
Pond 100 100
Hill, Geo., E. B., & T. Dana
42A Pond Lot, Pleasant
600Pond
Hill, T. Dana



































30A Coolidge Lot 100










17A Gerrish Land 100
Parker, Franklin & Katherine
llOA Bailey Land 400


















155A Part of Poor
Farm
Place, Olive E.









% Bruce Bungalow, Country
Club Land 800
Prince, John B. & Ethel S.
30A Part Atwood
Place





























Souckup, Eliz. & Evelyn
Chas. Foote Place 1500 1500
St. John, Robert
80A ^2 Int. Geo. Avery
Place 1250 1250
Stefiian, Edvi^in
66A Carson Farm 5000 5000















63A Draper Land 250
Taylor, John & Margaret
48A Gerrish Land 500
25A Presby Pasture 100
6A Presby Place 4400
Taylor, J. Eastman
2A Rogers Place 3500






lA Winn Land 700
Todd, Jessie D. & David P.
600
1000
250
5000
3500
900
900
15A Bartlett Land
20A Clara Dean
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